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by remarking that an astonishing plan met with an
astonishing success, and we raised the question to what
instrumentality that success was due. Christ announced
himself as the Founder and Legislator of a new Society,
and as the Supreme Judge of men. Now by what means
did he procure that these immense pretensions should
be allowed ? He might have done it by sheer power,
he might have adopted persuasion, and pointed out the
merits of the scheme and of the legislation he proposed
to introduce. But he adopted a third plan, which had
the effect not merely of securing obedience, but of excit-
ing enthusiasm and devotion. He laid men under an
immense obligatio?i. He convinced them that he was
a person of altogether transcendent greatness, one who
needed nothing at their hands, one whom it was im-
possible to benefit by conferring riches, or fame, or
dominion upon him, and that, being so great, he had
devoted himself of mere benevolence to their good. He
showed them that for their sakes he lived a hard and
laborious life, and exposed himself to the utmost malice
of powerful men. They saw him hungry, though they
believed him able to turn the stones into bread; they
saw his royal pretensions spurned, though they believed
that he could in a moment take into his hand all the
kingdoms of the world and the glory of them ; they saw
his life in danger ; they saw him at last expire in agonies,
though they believed that, had he so willed it, no danger
could harm him, and that had he thrown himself from
the topmost pinnacle of the temple he would have been
softly received in the arms of ministering angels. Wit-
nessing his sufferings, and convinced by the miracles
they saw him work that they were voluntarily endured.